
Who Was Benedict Arnold? The Revolutionary
War's Most Notorious Traitor
Benedict Arnold was a brilliant military strategist who turned traitor during
the American Revolutionary War. His betrayal was one of the most
shocking events of the war, and it has fascinated historians and the public
ever since.

Arnold was born in Norwich, Connecticut, in 1741. He was a successful
merchant before the war, and he joined the Continental Army in 1775. He
quickly rose through the ranks, and he was one of the most successful
generals in the war.
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In 1780, Arnold was given command of West Point, a critical fortress in the
Hudson Valley. However, he had become disillusioned with the war, and he
began to plot with the British to surrender the fortress. The plot was
discovered, and Arnold fled to the British lines.
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Arnold's betrayal was a major blow to the American cause. It led to the loss
of West Point and the death of several American soldiers. Arnold himself
was branded a traitor, and he lived out the rest of his life in exile in
England.

There are many different theories about why Arnold turned traitor. Some
historians believe that he was motivated by money, while others believe
that he was disillusioned with the war. Still others believe that he was
simply a power-hungry man who saw an opportunity to advance his own
career.

Whatever his motivations, Benedict Arnold's betrayal was a major turning
point in the American Revolutionary War. It led to the loss of a critical
fortress and the death of several American soldiers. Arnold himself was
branded a traitor, and he lived out the rest of his life in exile in England.

Arnold's Early Life

Benedict Arnold was born in Norwich, Connecticut, on January 14, 1741.
His father was a successful merchant, and his mother was a devout
Puritan. Arnold had a strong education, and he was a gifted student. He
was also a skilled athlete, and he excelled in wrestling, boxing, and fencing.

After graduating from Yale College, Arnold worked as a merchant in New
Haven, Connecticut. He was successful in business, and he quickly
became one of the wealthiest men in the colony. However, Arnold was also
ambitious, and he wanted to make a name for himself.

Arnold's Military Career



When the American Revolutionary War broke out in 1775, Arnold joined the
Continental Army. He quickly rose through the ranks, and he was one of the
most successful generals in the war. Arnold was a skilled tactician, and he
was known for his daring raids and ambushes.

In 1777, Arnold led a daring raid on Fort Ticonderoga, which was one of the
most important British strongholds in the Hudson Valley. Arnold's raid was a
success, and it helped to boost the morale of the American army.

In 1778, Arnold led the American army to victory at the Battle of Saratoga.
This was a major turning point in the war, and it convinced the French to
join the American cause. Arnold's victory at Saratoga made him a national
hero, and he was considered one of the most promising generals in the
American army.

Arnold's Betrayal

In 1780, Arnold was given command of West Point, a critical fortress in the
Hudson Valley. However, Arnold had become disillusioned with the war,
and he began to plot with the British to surrender the fortress.

Arnold's plot was discovered, and he fled to the British lines. His betrayal
was a major blow to the American cause, and it led to the loss of West
Point and the death of several American soldiers.

Arnold himself was branded a traitor, and he lived out the rest of his life in
exile in England.

Arnold's Legacy



Benedict Arnold is remembered as one of the most notorious traitors in
American history. His betrayal was a major turning point in the American
Revolutionary War, and it helped to prolong the war. Arnold's legacy is a
complex one, and he is both admired and reviled.

Some historians believe that Arnold was a brilliant military strategist who
made a tragic mistake. Others believe that he was a power-hungry man
who betrayed his country for personal gain. Whatever his motivations,
Benedict Arnold's betrayal remains one of the most fascinating and tragic
stories in American history.
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Gingerbread Friends by Jan Brett
A Magical Tale for the Holidays Jan Brett's beloved holiday classic,
Gingerbread Friends, is a heartwarming and enchanting story about the
power of love and friendship. It's a...
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Tale for Kids of All Ages
Celebrate the Bonds of Family with the Enchanting "Happy Birthday Moo
Moo Family" In the charming world of the "Happy Birthday Moo Moo
Family," we embark on an...
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