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In the annals of American history, few figures have captured the public's
imagination like Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis. As the beloved wife of
President John F. Kennedy and a style icon of her time, Jackie Kennedy
became a symbol of grace, elegance, and resilience. Yet, beneath the
glamorous facade lay a complex and enigmatic woman, whose inner
struggles and triumphs remained largely hidden from public view.

In his captivating biography, 'The Measure of My Powers', Pulitzer Prize-
winning historian Robert Dallek unveils the extraordinary life of Jacqueline
Kennedy Onassis, offering a nuanced and comprehensive portrait of a
woman who defied expectations and emerged as one of the most influential
figures of her era.
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Dallek's meticulously researched narrative traces Jackie Kennedy's journey
from her privileged childhood in Newport, Rhode Island, to the White House
and beyond. Drawing on a wealth of primary sources, including Jackie's
personal letters, diaries, and interviews, the book delves into the shaping
forces of her life: her unhappy marriage to John F. Kennedy, the
assassination that forever altered the course of history, and her subsequent
search for meaning and purpose.

Beyond the public persona, Dallek reveals Jackie Kennedy's private
struggles with grief, loneliness, and a deep sense of responsibility. She
emerges not as a passive victim of her circumstances but as a woman of
remarkable strength, intelligence, and resilience.

In the wake of her husband's assassination, Jackie Kennedy found solace
in her work as a book editor and her dedication to preserving his legacy.
She became a tireless advocate for the arts, education, and historic
preservation. Through her efforts, she left an enduring mark on American
culture and society.

'The Measure of My Powers' is more than a biography of a famous woman;
it is a compelling exploration of the power of resilience, the complexities of
grief, and the transformative nature of self-discovery. Dallek's masterful
storytelling weaves together personal and political history, shedding new
light on one of the most enigmatic and enduring figures of our time.

For anyone fascinated by Jackie Kennedy Onassis, American history, or
the human experience of loss and resilience, 'The Measure of My Powers'
is an essential read. It is a book that will challenge your preconceptions,
inspire your spirit, and leave you with a profound appreciation for the



extraordinary impact of an ordinary woman who dared to define her own
destiny.

Praise for 'The Measure of My Powers'

"A tour de force. Dallek's meticulously researched and elegantly written
biography captures the essence of Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis, revealing
the complexities of her personality, her struggles, and her triumphs. A must-
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read for anyone interested in American history, women's history, or the
human experience of loss and resilience."

— Doris Kearns Goodwin, Pulitzer Prize-winning author of 'Team of
Rivals'

"Dallek has written a definitive biography of Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis
that is both intimate and sweeping. His nuanced portrayal of her journey
from the White House to the world of publishing and historic preservation is
a testament to his deep research and understanding of the complexities of
her life. A masterful work that will stand the test of time."

— Sean Wilentz, Pulitzer Prize-winning author of 'The Rise of
American Democracy'

"A captivating and insightful portrait of one of the most iconic women of the
20th century. Dallek's biography is a gripping read that sheds new light on
Jackie Kennedy Onassis's life and legacy, revealing her as a woman of
great strength, resilience, and grace."

— Amanda Foreman, New York Times bestselling author of 'A World
on Fire'
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