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Step into the shadowed world of Richard III, one of England's most
enigmatic and controversial monarchs. From the hallowed halls of the
Folger Shakespeare Library, we bring you a captivating exploration of the
man, the myth, and the enduring legacy of this complex figure.
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The Man Behind the Myth

Richard III, the last Plantagenet king, ascended to the throne in 1483. His
reign, marked by controversy and bloodshed, ended abruptly at the Battle
of Bosworth Field in 1485. In the centuries that followed, he became a
subject of fascination and speculation, portrayed as a ruthless tyrant in
Shakespeare's infamous play and other historical accounts.

But who was the real Richard III? Was he truly the heartless villain depicted
in popular culture? Or was there more to his story than meets the eye?
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Unveiling the Truth

In this captivating article, we delve into the historical record to unravel the
truth behind Richard III. Drawing on the expertise of the Folger
Shakespeare Library's renowned scholars, we examine his motivations, his
actions, and the events that shaped his life.

We explore his role in the Wars of the Roses, the bloody conflict that tore
England apart. We investigate the suspicious deaths of his nephews, the
"Princes in the Tower." And we analyze the sources that have influenced
our understanding of Richard III, including Shakespeare's own enigmatic
play.

Legacy and Impact

The legacy of Richard III extends far beyond his lifetime. His reign has
been a subject of endless debate, with historians and literary scholars alike
grappling with the complexities of his character and actions.

In this article, we trace the enduring impact of Richard III on British history,
culture, and imagination. We examine the role of his reign in shaping the
Tudor dynasty and the development of English theater. And we explore the
continuing fascination with this enigmatic figure, from modern historical
accounts to fictional adaptations.

A Must-Read for History Buffs and Shakespeare Enthusiasts

Whether you're a seasoned history buff or a devoted Shakespeare
enthusiast, this article is an essential read. With its in-depth analysis,
captivating storytelling, and exclusive insights from the Folger Shakespeare
Library, it offers a fresh and illuminating perspective on one of England's
most notorious kings.



So join us on this captivating journey into the world of Richard III. Uncover
the truth behind the myth and unravel the enduring legacy of a monarch
who continues to fascinate and intrigue centuries after his death.

Exclusive Illustrations and Multimedia

To enhance your reading experience, this article is accompanied by
exclusive illustrations and multimedia content. These include:

Rare historical portraits of Richard III

Interactive timelines and maps

Audio clips of key historical documents

Video interviews with leading scholars

Free Download Your Copy Today!

Don't miss out on this captivating exploration of Richard III. Free Download
your copy today from the Folger Shakespeare Library's online store or your
local bookstore.

Visit the Folger Shakespeare Library Bookshop

Learn more about the Folger Shakespeare Library



Portrait of Richard III from the Folger Shakespeare Library Collection
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