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Jacques Amboise, a legend of the dance world, left an indelible mark on
the art form and beyond. His life was a tapestry woven with grace,
resilience, and unwavering dedication to dance and the community. As a
principal dancer with the New York City Ballet, he captivated audiences
with his ethereal leaps and expressive artistry. Yet, his influence extended
far beyond the stage, shaping the lives of countless young dancers and
enriching the cultural landscape of the nation.

Early Life and Training

Jacques Joseph Ahearn III was born in 1934 in Staten Island, New York.
His life took an unexpected turn when, at the age of 12, his mother enrolled
him in a ballet class as a way to improve his coordination. Little did she
know that this would ignite a passion that would define his life.

Amboise quickly excelled in dance, and in 1950, he joined the School of
American Ballet. There, he honed his technique under the tutelage of
renowned teachers such as George Balanchine and Alexandra Danilova.
Balanchine, the legendary choreographer, recognized Amboise's
exceptional talent and became one of his most influential mentors.

New York City Ballet Years

In 1953, Amboise joined the New York City Ballet, where he became a
principal dancer in 1956. For over two decades, he graced the stage in
countless performances, captivating audiences with his breathtaking
technical virtuosity and emotional depth.

Amboise's repertoire spanned a wide range of Balanchine's ballets,
including "The Nutcracker," "Apollo," and "Symphony in C." He also had the
privilege of working with other renowned choreographers such as Jerome



Robbins and Antony Tudor. His signature role was Albrecht in "Giselle," a
romantic ballet where he showcased his elegant partnering skills and
dramatic intensity.

Advocacy and National Recognition

Beyond his exceptional talent as a dancer, Amboise was a tireless
advocate for dance education and accessibility. He founded the National
Dance Institute (NDI) in 1976, a non-profit organization dedicated to
bringing dance to underserved communities. NDI's programs provide
students with free dance classes, inspiring a love of dance and instilling
valuable life skills.

Amboise's contributions to the arts were recognized with numerous
prestigious awards. In 1992, he received the Kennedy Center Honors for
his lifetime achievement in the performing arts. In 2010, he was awarded
the National Medal of Arts, the highest honor bestowed by the United
States government in the field of arts and culture.

Later Life and Legacy

After retiring from the stage in 1980, Amboise continued to share his
passion for dance through teaching and mentoring. He served as artistic
director at the South Carolina Dance Theatre and taught at the Tisch
School of the Arts at New York University.

Jacques Amboise passed away in 2021, leaving behind a legacy that
continues to inspire dancers and dance enthusiasts worldwide. His artistry,
advocacy, and unwavering love for his craft have enriched the cultural
fabric of the nation and left an indelible mark on the hearts of all who knew
him.



Jacques Amboise was a true visionary and a towering figure in the dance
world. Through his breathtaking performances, passionate advocacy, and
unwavering dedication, he transformed the lives of countless individuals
and left a lasting impression on the world of dance and beyond. His legacy
as a dancer, advocate, and mentor will continue to inspire generations to
come, ensuring that the art of dance continues to thrive and uplift the
human spirit.
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