
How Markets and the State Leave the
Community Behind: A Comprehensive
Critique

The concept of community is often held up as an ideal, a place where
people come together to support and care for one another. However, in the
modern world, communities are often under threat from a variety of forces,
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including the increasing power of markets and the state. In this article, we
will explore the ways in which markets and the state can undermine
community, leading to social and economic inequality. We will also examine
the historical and contemporary factors that have contributed to this
phenomenon and propose solutions for rebuilding strong, vibrant
communities.
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The Impact of Markets on Community

Markets are a powerful force in modern society, and they can have a
significant impact on community. On the one hand, markets can create
opportunities for people to come together and exchange goods and
services. They can also promote economic growth and innovation.
However, markets can also have a negative impact on community.

Markets can lead to the commodification of relationships. When
people are constantly buying and selling goods and services, they may

FREE

https://glossary.bccbooking.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6ImJQMDFqVEFjaWhkejRRbHNBcmZEUWtVVU5yeHZoR0FmTWFrMzNMWU9QNWJscFdjYmtpUFJhd2dVeUFlbDBpcW8wR2krTVh2SlRWcXMwTHYxekRJSkxrVTBnNkt1dEY3WnhkWFBWWjU0aFJ0dVwveDdmUGVkZk1jbnZoMzI3NWszQk5YdGJWa0JJVTFpSWRSbXpmUm1TQnZ1M3JPTzlHUEhQRm1qZFBybFk5eVArS3d1RGY3SXBoTUhkdXlHRTRcL3drXC9IZW1jRjdPMjN0SGozZ1BldzRZUEE9PSIsIml2IjoiMGJmYTc0NjM3NTY2ZDEzNWRmOWJlNTE0MDJiMDIzNTMiLCJzIjoiZDVlNDY0ZjJlOGExYWJmNCJ9
https://glossary.bccbooking.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6IlNPTGMzeHl6Q1l5c0pyVXpZWlRUejlhTWNwQmtEdUhhUGV5UDlMOFQ0SzBYeDhzMW42SVIyU0dmU2hDcDB5Ym5jWmFRbUduYkJuTTNMalNzTzJQNjNJdWM2ZVdnV2R2bmR2RUx3RE8wTFVTdlJyM3d2Q2NYQ3dQV0c5VFRNQUJNcmF3Wm1WVjlVUmJ6MEhtVDJhMVZLUkFKVUNrQ2xRc3FuOWhMXC9XeGFiSTF2WmczMFZcL3IwVFYrUU1ueG91WG5YTko2OEdSbThWclNtYmlaNXQxWXRzdz09IiwiaXYiOiIwNDdmZTYwNzgwNDI1Y2Q4Nzk3Yjg3OWU5MTVkMmY5OSIsInMiOiJiNTExYWFjNjI2ZjZmZTQ5In0%3D
https://glossary.bccbooking.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6IkpmRXlzZ2Q2UUMwTnBlXC9uTDhhd0NmUWlZbDBCWU81VGJ6YXB3T2hkR0FYR0xqVm55UHhqSU8zaGloVE5IbHdNcU1cL2hVYktORHlsaVBCdzQ1QXR6azZHNkZGQ3hxMW9OUkhNZmUzSlJOYVVtdjFjNndyeGhsd0ttWFJna1picEkrcjdSTVdiditWY0ZFckhOMExZQzFXd2d5akdNR1lJZmhLeXBScXBRMndVbTIweUNNbm9ycEU3T25URWJPbFk0dUVkeTI3XC8xTGhxQjZRNVptdnJEaVE9PSIsIml2IjoiYzQ2YmUxYjQ0Zjg0YmY5YjI5MjZjZjlhY2E1NDBhMGEiLCJzIjoiYzEwMDkzZjE1ODRhNTE1YiJ9


begin to view their relationships with others in terms of their economic
value. This can lead to a breakdown in trust and cooperation.

Markets can create social inequality. When some people are able to
accumulate more wealth than others, it can lead to a division between
the rich and the poor. This can make it difficult for people to build
strong relationships with those who are different from them.

Markets can undermine local economies. When people are able to
Free Download goods and services from distant markets, they may
stop supporting local businesses. This can lead to a decline in local
economies and a loss of community identity.

The Impact of the State on Community

The state is another powerful force in modern society, and it can also have
a significant impact on community. On the one hand, the state can provide
essential services that help to maintain social Free Download and protect
people from harm. It can also promote economic equality and social justice.
However, the state can also have a negative impact on community.

The state can be a source of oppression. When the state is used to
control and regulate people's lives, it can stifle creativity and
innovation. It can also lead to a breakdown in trust between the
government and the people.

The state can create social division. When the state is used to
promote the interests of one group of people over another, it can
create a sense of resentment and division. This can make it difficult for
people to build strong relationships with those who are different from
them.



The state can undermine local autonomy. When the state
centralises power to itself, it can take away the ability of local
communities to make decisions about their own affairs. This can lead
to a loss of local identity and a sense of alienation.

Historical and Contemporary Factors

A number of historical and contemporary factors have contributed to the
decline of community in modern society. These include:

The rise of industrialisation and urbanisation. As people moved
from rural areas to cities, they were forced to break away from their
traditional communities. This led to a loss of social cohesion and a
sense of isolation.

The spread of capitalism. Capitalism is a system of economic
organisation that is based on private ownership of the means of
production. This system has led to a concentration of wealth in the
hands of a few, which has resulted in social inequality and a decline in
community spirit.

The growth of the welfare state. The welfare state is a system of
government-provided social welfare programs. While the welfare state
has helped to reduce poverty and improve living standards, it has also
led to a decline in community involvement. This is because people are
less likely to rely on their neighbours for help when they know that the
state will provide for them.

Solutions

There are a number of things that can be done to rebuild strong, vibrant
communities. These include:



Promote local economic development. One of the best ways to
rebuild community is to promote local economic development. This can
be done by supporting local businesses and encouraging people to
buy local products and services.

Invest in public spaces. Public spaces are important places for
people to come together and interact with one another. Investing in
public spaces can help to create a sense of community and encourage
people to get involved in their local area.

Encourage civic participation. Civic participation is essential for
building strong communities. Encourage people to get involved in local
government, volunteer for local organisations, and attend community
events. This will help to create a sense of ownership and pride in the
community.

Support community-based organisations. Community-based
organisations are vital for providing support and services to local
communities. Support these organisations financially and by
volunteering your time. This will help to strengthen the community and
make it more resilient.

Community is essential for human well-being. It provides us with a sense of
belonging, support, and purpose. However, markets and the state can both
undermine community, leading to social and economic inequality. By
understanding the historical and contemporary factors that have
contributed to this decline, we can work together to rebuild strong, vibrant
communities that are essential for a healthy and prosperous society.
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