Freediving: Renegade Science and What the
Ocean Tells Us About Ourselves

By Adam Skolnick

In the depths of the ocean, where sunlight fades and pressure builds, a
new breed of explorers is pushing the boundaries of human endurance.
Freediving, the sport of diving deep into the ocean without the aid of scuba
gear, is a physically and mentally demanding activity that requires athletes
to master their breath, their bodies, and their minds.

In his new book, Freediving: Renegade Science and What the Ocean Tells
Us About Ourselves, Adam Skolnick takes readers on a thrilling journey into
the world of freediving. Skolnick, a veteran freediver and science journalist,
explores the latest scientific discoveries about the human body's ability to
adapt to extreme environments. He also investigates the profound
psychological and spiritual benefits of freediving, and what it can teach us
about our own potential.
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Skolnick begins his book by introducing us to some of the world's top
freedivers, including William Trubridge, the current world record holder for
deepest freedive. Trubridge and other freedivers have achieved astonishing
feats of human endurance, diving to depths of over 400 feet and holding
their breath for minutes at a time. Skolnick explores the physiological
adaptations that allow freedivers to survive and thrive in such extreme
conditions.

For example, freedivers have been shown to have larger spleens than non-
divers. The spleen is an organ that stores red blood cells, which carry
oxygen throughout the body. When a freediver dives deep, their spleen
contracts, releasing red blood cells into the bloodstream. This provides the
freediver with a burst of oxygen that can help them to stay underwater for
longer periods of time.

Freedivers also have a unique ability to slow their heart rate and
metabolism. This allows them to conserve oxygen and stay underwater for
longer periods of time. In addition, freedivers have been shown to have
increased levels of nitric oxide in their blood. Nitric oxide is a vasodilator,
which means that it helps to widen blood vessels and improve circulation.
This can help to reduce the risk of decompression sickness, a serious
condition that can occur when divers ascend too quickly from depth.

Beyond the physical adaptations, Skolnick also explores the psychological
and spiritual benefits of freediving. Freediving, he argues, is a unique form
of meditation that can help people to connect with their bodies, their minds,
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and the natural world. Freediving can also help people to overcome their
fears and to develop a greater sense of self-confidence.

In the final chapter of his book, Skolnick reflects on the future of freediving.
He argues that freediving has the potential to revolutionize our
understanding of the human body and its potential. Freediving, he says, is
a "renegade science" that is pushing the boundaries of human knowledge.
By studying freedivers, we can learn more about our own bodies and our
place in the natural world.

Freediving: Renegade Science and What the Ocean Tells Us About
Ourselves is a fascinating and informative book that provides a unique
perspective on the human body and its potential. Skolnick's writing is clear
and engaging, and he does an excellent job of weaving together science,
history, and personal narrative. Whether you are a freediver, a scientist, or
simply someone who is interested in the human body, this book is sure to
captivate you.

Praise for Freediving: Renegade Science and What the Ocean Tells Us
About Ourselves

"A fascinating exploration of the human body's ability to adapt to extreme
environments. Skolnick takes readers on a thrilling journey into the depths
of the ocean, where he uncovers the latest scientific discoveries about
freediving and its profound implications for our understanding of
ourselves."— Kirkus Reviews

"A beautifully written and deeply researched book that will change the way
you think about the human body. Skolnick's insights into the science of
freediving are fascinating, and his personal stories are both inspiring and



thought-provoking."—William Trubridge, world record holder for
deepest freedive

"A must-read for anyone who is interested in the human body, the ocean, or
the limits of human potential. Skolnick's writing is clear, engaging, and
informative, and he does an excellent job of weaving together science,
history, and personal narrative."— Booklist

About the Author

Adam Skolnick is a veteran freediver and science journalist. He has written
for The New York Times, The Washington Post, and National Geographic.
He is the author of several books, including One Breath: A Memoir of Diving
and Discovery and The Last Dive: A Father's Love, a Son's Death, and a
Sea in Between.
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