
David Brower: The Making of the
Environmental Movement
A Pioneer in Environmental Stewardship

David Brower, a man of unwavering dedication and vision, played a pivotal
role in shaping the environmental movement as we know it today. His
passion for wilderness preservation and his relentless activism sparked a
global conversation about the importance of protecting our natural heritage.
Brower's legacy lives on through the countless conservation successes he
helped achieve, inspiring generations of environmentalists to carry on his
unwavering commitment to the planet.
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Early Explorations and the Birth of a Conservationist

David Brower's passion for the wilderness ignited during his early
backpacking and mountaineering adventures in the Sierra Nevada
mountains. These experiences instilled in him a deep appreciation for the
fragile beauty of the natural world, and a growing concern about the threats
posed by human activities. Brower's determination to protect these wild
places led him to join the Sierra Club in 1933, where he quickly rose
through the ranks, becoming its executive director in 1952.

Under Brower's leadership, the Sierra Club expanded its focus beyond
mountaineering to encompass a wide range of conservation issues,
including wilderness preservation, clean air and water protection, and
wildlife conservation. Brower's charismatic speeches and powerful writing
galvanized the public, bringing unprecedented attention to the
environmental challenges of the time.

The Fight for the Grand Canyon and Beyond

One of Brower's most notable campaigns was the successful fight to
prevent the construction of dams in the Grand Canyon. In 1960, he and
other conservationists lobbied Congress and the public to protect the
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canyon's pristine beauty and ecological significance. Their efforts resulted
in the passage of the Grand Canyon Protection Act, a landmark victory for
the conservation movement.

The Grand Canyon, a natural wonder saved from the threat of dams, thanks in part
to David Brower's tireless advocacy.

Brower's activism extended far beyond the Grand Canyon. He played a key
role in the establishment of national parks, wildlife refuges, and wilderness
areas across the United States, including the North Cascades National
Park, the Great Basin National Park, and the Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge.
Earth Island Institute: A Legacy of Environmental Action
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In 1968, David Brower left the Sierra Club to found the Earth Island
Institute, a non-profit organization dedicated to supporting grassroots
environmental initiatives around the globe. Earth Island Institute has
become a hub for environmental activism, providing funding and resources
to hundreds of small organizations working on a wide range of issues, from
ocean conservation to rainforest protection.

Through Earth Island Institute, Brower continued to advocate for the
protection of natural ecosystems and the rights of indigenous peoples. He
remained a vocal critic of destructive development projects, including the
construction of nuclear power plants and the exploitation of fossil fuels.
A Lasting Legacy of Conservation and Activism

David Brower's unwavering commitment to the environment left an indelible
mark on the world. His pioneering efforts to protect wilderness, promote
clean energy, and support local environmental activism continue to inspire
and empower conservationists today. Brower's legacy is a testament to the
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power of individual action and the importance of safeguarding our planet for
future generations.

"The planet does not belong to us. We belong to the planet." - David Brower
Recommended Reading: David Brower: The Making of the
Environmental Movement

For a comprehensive account of David Brower's life and his contributions to
the environmental movement, we highly recommend the biography "David
Brower: The Making of the Environmental Movement" by Michael Cohen.
This well-researched and engaging book provides a fascinating glimpse
into the mind and work of one of the most important figures in the history of
environmentalism.
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In this book, Cohen traces Brower's journey from his early wilderness
explorations to his leadership of the Sierra Club and Earth Island Institute.
Cohen also explores the challenges Brower faced, including opposition
from industry and government, and his unwavering commitment to
protecting the natural world in the face of adversity.

Whether you are a seasoned environmentalist or simply curious about the
origins of the modern environmental movement, "David Brower: The
Making of the Environmental Movement" is an essential read. This book
offers a profound understanding of Brower's legacy and the enduring
impact of his work on our planet.
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