
Children, Computers, and Careers in the
Eighties: A Window into the Future

Babylon With Ghost: Children, Computers, Career in
the Eighties by James McGrath Morris

4.2 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 2313 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 749 pages
Lending : Enabled

The 1980s was a pivotal decade for the personal computer. In the early
years of the decade, computers were still seen as niche devices, mostly
used by hobbyists and businesses. But by the end of the decade, they had
become ubiquitous in homes and schools, and were beginning to have a
profound impact on the lives of children.

This book explores the impact of computers on the lives of children in the
1980s, and how it shaped their career aspirations and the future of work. It
features interviews with pioneers in the field of computer science
education, as well as first-hand accounts from children who grew up during
this transformative era.

The Early Days of Computer Literacy
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In the early 1980s, most children had little or no exposure to computers.
Those who did were likely to have encountered them in the form of video
games, which were becoming increasingly popular at the time.

But by the mid-1980s, computers were starting to make their way into
schools. In 1984, Apple Computer launched the Macintosh, which was the
first mass-market personal computer with a graphical user interface. This
made it much easier for children to learn how to use computers, and it
helped to spark a wave of interest in computer science education.
The Impact of Computers on Children's Career Aspirations

The of computers into schools had a profound impact on the career
aspirations of children. In the past, children had been limited to traditional
career paths, such as medicine, law, or business. But with the advent of
computers, they now had a new world of possibilities open to them.

Many children who grew up in the 1980s were inspired by the stories of
pioneers in the field of computer science, such as Steve Jobs and Bill
Gates. These entrepreneurs had shown that it was possible to build a
successful career in the technology industry, and they inspired a new
generation of children to pursue careers in computer science and
technology.

The Future of Work and the Role of Computers

The impact of computers on the lives of children in the 1980s extended far
beyond their career aspirations. It also shaped their understanding of the
future of work.

In the 1980s, many people believed that computers would eventually
replace human workers. This fear was fueled by the rapid advances in



artificial intelligence and robotics. But as it turned out, computers did not
replace human workers; instead, they created new jobs and changed the
way that people worked.

Today, computers are an essential part of the workplace. They are used for
everything from communication to data analysis to product design. And as
the world becomes increasingly digital, the demand for computer-literate
workers will only continue to grow.

The 1980s was a time of great change for the personal computer. It was
during this decade that computers began to make their way into homes and
schools, and they had a profound impact on the lives of children. They
sparked a wave of interest in computer science education, inspired a new
generation of children to pursue careers in technology, and shaped their
understanding of the future of work.

The story of children, computers, and careers in the 1980s is a fascinating
one, and it offers valuable insights into the history of technology and its
impact on society. This book is a must-read for anyone who is interested in
the history of technology, the future of work, or the lives of children in the
digital age.
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